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of Hindu landlords; (2) that in Malabar religious bigotry
in both sects runs to an unusual and most deplorable
height, it would be strange indeed if the sect which has the
legal power to withhold its land from the other when
desired for religious purposes should not wish to exercise
that power. But we are not left to a priori probability.
Mr. Robinson (who as you know is a member of this
Government) passed the greater part of his time in those
districts, is intimately acquainted with the habits and
feelings of the people, and was concerned personally in
repressing and investigating the causes of the outbreak in
1855.

" Mr. MacGregor, the present collector, has passed many
years in Malabar, has a thorough knowledge of its popu-
lation, and has of late been employed in the most careful
inquiry into the causes of the recent outrage. Nothing
can be more decided than the opinion of these two
authorities, that the Moplahs not only have a grievance in
respect of sites for their mosques, but that it is this
grievance which is in reality the chief instigator of the
fanatical violence which has so often occurred. Against
these valuable opinions there is nothing to set but the report
of the Commissioner of 1852, Mr. Strange. And certainly,
if Mr. Strange had given the most positive opinion that
the mosque difficulty had nothing whatever to do with the
outrages, his authority could not be balanced for a moment
against that of Mr. Robinson and Mr. MacGregor. But
Mr. Strange has given no such opinion. He failed to see
(as a man not thoroughly acquainted with the people might
easliy fail to see) that the mosque difficulty was the real root
of the evil; but even he asserts that the Moplahs, though
they erect mosques, do so 'with difficulty/ that is, in
spite of opposition. Mr. Robinson (whom I have again
consulted on the questions of fact noticed in your letter)
writes to me: